PREM-SAGAR;

OR,

OCEAN OF LOVE

REVERENCE TO THE HOLY GANES'A.*

Obstacle-cleaving, most famous, elephant-faced, resplendent,
Grant the boon [that] much advanced may be pure 2 speech

[and] intellectual delight.
Thee, [whose] two feet the world is gazing on, and meditating

on day and night ;
Mother  of the  Universe,  Saraswati ! 3  grant   aptness   and

eloquence to me, remembering [thee].

[At] one time the story of the Tenth Section of the holy
Bhagavata [Purana]; composed by Vyasadev, Chaturbhuj Misra
converted into couplets and quatrains [in] Braj-Bhasha, that, for
[the use] of the College, in the reign of the revered king of kings,
the repository of all [good] qualities, the virtuous, profoundly

1  Ganefat ^gana, cc company," and ?sa, "lord" ; "the leader of the troop"
[of subordinate deities].    He is the Hindu, god of sagacity, with a human body and
an elephant's head, having, however, only one tusk.    The head is, no doubt,
complimentary to the well-known sagacity of the elephant ; but the Brahmavai-
varta-Purana asserts that it was due to the first glance which the planet Saturn
gave to the new-born son of S'iva and Parvati.    No sooner had that ill-omened
glance fallen on the infant than his head flew off, and re-united with Krishna in
the realms of bliss ; hereupon Vishnu, hastily finding a sleeping elephant, cut of
the head and clapped it on the child's shoulders.    Ganesa both causes and removes
obstacles, and his name -is, therefore, cited at the commencement -of all under-
takings, whether literary or practical.

2  For mskadiz&di visad^ i.e. " pure," not " poisonous."

3  Sarasvati means "the watery," and is the name of a stream in the Punjab
which watered the holy region of the Hindus in Vedic times.   On the banks of
this stream the solemn sacrifices were performed ; and the flow of these purifying
waters was compared, and afterwards identified, with the flow of purifying speech,.
prayers, and  sacred  texts.   Thus  she came to be regarded as the goddess of
speech, the inventress of the Devanagari alphabet, the patroness of wisdom and
the sciences, the mother of the Vedas, and the wife of Brahma.    This explains
her invocation at the beginning of a literary composition.
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